
PSEG
Public Service Electric and Gas Company 80 Park Plaza, Newark, NJ 07102-4194

Environmental Management

VIA COURIER
May 15, 1996

Ms. Kathleen C. Callahan
Director - Emergency and Remedial Response Division
United States Environmental Protection Agency
290 Broadway, 19th Floor
New York, NY 10007-1866

Attention: John Frisco, Deputy Director

Re: Diamond Alkali Superfund Site
Passaic River Study Area

Dear Mr. Frisco:

This letter confirms Public Service Electric and Gas Company's
("PSE&G" or "Company") receipt of the United States Environmental Protection
Agency ("USEPA") Request for Information ("Request") in the referenced matter. I
have been assigned the responsibility to coordinate PSE&G's response to this
Request. As a follow-up to a recent telephone conversation with Mr. John Frisco of
your staff, PSE&G is submitting this letter to request an extension until July 30, 1996
to respond to the Request.

PSE&G is a New Jersey public utility with a substantial presence in
New Jersey. We have worked extensively with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection ("NJDEP") and the USEPA on a number of environmental
initiatives. For example, we are actively involved with the NJDEP as the lead
responsible party at approximately sixteen (16) sites as part of the Company's Sites
Remediation Program. With respect to USEPA initiatives, the USEPA now has
under review, as part of its Project Environmental Excellence Program, a PSE&G
submission related to its materials management procurement process. Region II
recently recognized this submission by issuing PSE&G one of its annual
Environmental Quality Awards. These initiatives demonstrate PSE&G's commitment
to the environment and, further, a record of cooperation with those agencies charged
with its protection. Consistent with this record, we intend to cooperate with the
USEPA in connection with this Request. PSE&G submits, however, that an
extension for responding thereto is required for several reasons.

Tlie power is in your hands.
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First, the Request is quite comprehensive and is directed at two
separate facets of the Company's business operations, i.e. gas manufacturing and
electric generation. Under ordinary circumstances, a substantial dedication of
resources and time would be required to respond in the thirty (30) day period
specified. This is not, however, an ordinary circumstance. Both facilities identified in
the Request began operations in the early Twentieth Century — the Essex Generating
Station in 1915 and the Harrison Gas Plant in 1924. Operations ceased at both
facilities years ago. Operations ceased at Essex in the late 1970s. The generating
station has been demolished. Baseload operations ceased at Harrison in the mid
1960s. Harrison did remain available for intermittent service, however, until
approximately the mid 1980s as a peak shaving facility, i.e. production availability
only for peak winter days. Demolition of Harrison began several years ago and
continues to this date.

The vast majority of knowledgeable operations personnel that worked
at these facilities are no longer in the Company's active employ. While we have
initiated a search process, given the foregoing, the location, organization and review
of potentially relevant data and information that will be necessary for the preparation
of a meaningful and responsive submission will take some time. Accordingly,
PSE&G would request that the USEPA exercise its discretion and extend the
response date for this Request until July 30, 1996.

Your expeditious and favorable response to this request would be
appreciated. If you have any questions or require additional information in order to
favorably respond to this request, kindly contact me at (201) 430-6642 or in my
absence, Mr. Donald G. Baxter at (201) 430-8007.

Very truly yours,

Ronald F. Drewnowski

a:pasgaicrivefAu8cpa.ltr

850200002


